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of gratitude, and to govern Ireland by an aristocracy of this
kind TCarldnms were conferred on Q!Ncall the late rebel
warrior, on O'Brien, chief of the Celts of Thomond, and on
tnTEead of the "degenerate De Burghs"; inferior peerages
were created also; Desmond and other lords renewed their
allegiance; and heralds proclaimed, in the style of their craft,
that these "high and mighty persons had made due obeisance
at Greenwich." Other means were adopted, besides, to make
the leading men of the Anglo-Irish and Irish races attached
to the Crown, and even loyal subjects. In many instances,
nobles and chiefs had agreed with Grey, and even with previous
deputies, to surrender _ theirjandg, and to take grants^ of them,
to be held fiylhV'Engii'shTeudal tenure; these arrangements
were now"generally' "carried but"; and if they ran counter to
Irish usage and law, and especially to the ancient mode of
Tanist succession, they conferred advantages on the grantees,
for they increased the power over their dependent vassals,
which had been their object, perhaps for centuries. In addi-
tion Henry bestowed lands, of the lately abolished religious
houses, on the new nobility he had created; and these men,
good Catholics as they may have been, accepted eagerly spoils
that seem to have been lavished, wholesale. This policy,
according to the fashion of the time, received legislative
sanction, with due solemnity. A Parliament sat in Dublin,
from 1540 to 1542; it was attended, for the first time in
history, by prominent chiefs of the Irish race, as well as by
Anglo-Norman lords, who hadjyery seldom attended before;
and apart from other enactments, dealing with reforms in trie
Church, all that had lately been done by the King was approved.
A very important change, in harmony with Henry's Irish
policy, and no doubt in compliance with his will, was, also,
made in the administration of affairs in Ireland. By this time
order had been restored within the Pale, owing probably to
the fall of the House of Kildare; and the domain of English